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captive as hostages. By mid-November, 14 of 
the hostages—the women and African-Ameri-
cans—had been released, but 52 remained. 

President Jimmy Carter initially attempted to 
diffuse the situation through diplomatic and 
economic means. He froze Iranian assets, 
ceased oil imports from Iran, and expelled nu-
merous Iranians from the United States. Un-
fortunately, these measures proved unsuc-
cessful, and when the Iranian government 
issued a set of demands for the release of the 
hostages, President Carter approved the plan 
for a secret rescue mission called Operation 
Eagle Claw. In his words, ‘‘I ordered this res-
cue mission prepared in order to safeguard 
American lives and protect America’s national 
interests, and to reduce the tensions in the 
world that have been caused among many na-
tions as this crisis has continued.’’ 

On April 24, 1980, six C–130 transport 
planes set off to rendezvous with a group of 
nine U.S. military helicopters at a remote 
desert location, southeast of Tehran. Each 
vessel carried American soldiers ready to do 
whatever it took to rescue their fellow Ameri-
cans. 

Unfortunately, the rescue was not meant to 
be. Two helicopters broke down and one was 
damaged upon landing at the rendezvous 
point, and the mission was forced to abort. As 
if the hostages not being saved on that night 
was not disappointing enough, the real trag-
edy followed immediately thereafter. One of 
the helicopters clipped a C–130 transport as it 
took off. Tragically, the helicopter crashed, kill-
ing eight United States servicemen and injur-
ing four others. 

Mr. Speaker, these servicemen embarked 
upon their mission with one objective: to leave 
no man behind. It is imperative that today we 
do the same. We must honor the fallen sol-
diers and their memory. We must learn from 
their bravery and their determination. We must 
preserve the memory of each and every one 
of the courageous men who lost their lives in 
this valiant effort. In short, Mr. Speaker, we 
must never forget the sacrifice they made for 
their fellow soldiers. I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution.
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COMCAST LEADERS AND ACHIEV-
ERS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WIN-
NERS 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate three students in the 
Third District of Kansas who are being hon-
ored for their community service, leadership 
skills, positive attitudes and academic achieve-
ment. On August 10, 2005, the Comcast 
Leaders and Achievers Scholarship Program 
will award these students with grants to aid 
their pursuit of higher education. These stu-
dents were nominated for this scholarship by 
the principals of their respective high schools, 
and they have distinguished themselves, their 
schools, and their community by being se-
lected from a nationwide field of nominees. It 
is my honor to recognize each student, their 
school, and their hometown by listing them in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Samantha Brown, Olathe Northwest High 
School, Olathe, KS. 

Adam Doll, Olathe South High School, 
Olathe, KS. 

Lorie Wadell, Olathe North High School, 
Olathe, KS.
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COMMENDING DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
CHIEF JUDGE ANNICE WAGNER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, because of my 
personal admiration and friendship, I am par-
ticularly pleased to rise today to introduce a 
resolution that gives me personal pleasure 
even beyond the pleasure I would normally 
have in commemorating the service of District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals Chief Judge 
Annice Wagner. Judge Wagner’s distinguished 
service for almost 30 years to the courts and 
to the people of the District of Columbia is 
documented in this resolution, also introduced 
in the Senate by Governmental Affairs Chair, 
SUSAN COLLINS, I am pleased to ask the 
House as well to express its gratitude to Chief 
Judge Wagner. 

Judge Wagner was first nominated as an 
Associate Judge by President Jimmy Carter in 
1977, re-nominated by President George H.W. 
Bush in 1990, and appointed Chief Judge in 
1994 By President Bill Clinton. Under Judge 
Wagner’s leadership, the Court has benefited 
in many ways while growing in respect by the 
profession, the bar and the Congress. Re-
cently, along with other officials, I helped 
Judge Wagner break ground on the renovation 
of the historic Old District of Columbia Court-
house (Old City Hall), a project she has long 
championed as the new home of our highest 
court, which Chief Judge Wagner has so suc-
cessfully led. The Chief Judge led the court 
through a historic transition after the federal 
government for the first time assumed finan-
cial responsibility for the D.C. courts. Although 
the President always has appointed the judges 
of the D.C. courts, the District of Columbia 
alone was responsible for the costs until pas-
sage of the District of Columbia Revitalization 
Act of 1997. Joining the financial responsibility 
with the appointing power helped the District 
emerge from its worst financial crisis in a cen-
tury. However, the transition required changes 
in many details of operations, and the leader-
ship of Chief Judge Wagner was critical to the 
success of this important transition. 

When Judge Wagner was Annice Robinson 
and I was Eleanor Holmes, we were close 
friends and classmates at Dunbar High 
School. Annice was known then for her top 
academic achievements, her leadership skills, 
and her ability to bring people together. No 
one who knew Annice Robinson would be sur-
prised that she would become Chief Judge of 
the highest court in her hometown or that she 
would leave her signature on the Court and on 
our city. 

We are fortunate indeed that Chief Judge 
Wagner will assume senior status enabling the 
courts to continue to tap her years of experi-
ence and dedication. The Bar of the city, our 
elected officials, and our residents have been 
the direct beneficiaries of Judge Wagner’s ex-
traordinary service. Because of the role of the 
federal government in our local government, 

Congress shares in the pride and gratitude of 
the city and the profession for Chief Judge 
Wagner’s service. I ask the House to join me 
in endorsing this resolution of appreciation and 
commendation for the service of Chief Judge 
Annice Wagner.

f 

SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE 
INSURANCE ENHANCEMENT ACT 
OF 2005

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to introduce H.R. 3200 the Service
members’ Group Life Insurance Enhancement 
Act of 2005. Honorable SHELLEY BERKLEY, 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Affairs, joins 
me as an original cosponsor of the bill. 

H.R. 3200 would amend and make perma-
nent certain provisions of Public Law 109–13, 
the War Supplemental, as they pertain to the 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI) 
and Veterans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI) 
programs, which expire on September 30, 
2005. 

Specifically, this bill would make permanent 
the maximum increases in coverage for both 
Servicemembers’ and Veterans’ Group Life In-
surance from $250,000 to $400,000, and 
make permanent the increments of SGLI cov-
erage a servicemember may elect from 
$10,000 to $50,000. It would also require the 
military service Secretary concerned to notify 
a servicemember’s spouse or an unmarried 
servicemember’s next-of-kin, in writing, if the 
servicemember declines coverage or chooses 
an amount of coverage less than the max-
imum, as well as ensure that a 
servicemember’s spouse be notified if the 
servicemember designates someone other 
than the spouse or child as the policy bene-
ficiary. Finally, the bill would amend the new 
Traumatic Injury Protection program, estab-
lished in Public Law 109–13, to allow a 
servicemember to opt out of the program. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress recognized the need 
to enhance VA insurance benefits provided to 
our servicemen and women and did so in the 
Supplemental. This bill builds on the provi-
sions enacted in Public Law 109–13 and en-
sures that servicemembers are provided with 
adequate insurance options to protect their 
families and loved ones. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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TRIBUTE TO NORTH MIAMI 
AVENUE CHURCH OF GOD 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
join the North Miami Avenue Church of God 
and its members in giving thanks to Almighty 
God on the wonderful occasion of the rededi-
cation of their expanded sanctuary. 

The church had its beginning at a prayer 
meeting in November 1977 at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Hitchman. The church obviously 
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